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Summary:

The purpose of the Japan Society for Health Care and Community Involvement is clearly stated
on its website. It is to build a system in which professionals of multiple professions collaborate across
boundaries by uncovering local resources and human resources to enable the sick and elderly to
live as they wish in the community in which they live. As a local resource, the University of Hyogo
has advanced medical, nursing, and caregiving knowledge, skills, and experience. Another invisible
resource is the spirit of Prince Shotoku, which is the spiritual foundation of the University. These
two can contribute to the development of the Society. This paper clarifies what contribution the
ideas of Prince Shotoku's “Seventeen-Article Constitution” can make. At the heart of the “Seventeen-
Article Constitution” are “harmony” (Article 1) and “three treasures” (Article 2). Harmony refers to
reconciliation and cooperation. It means that professionals from different fields should respect each other
and contribute their knowledge, skills, and experience for the benefit of patients and the elderly under
their care. The “three treasures” are the Buddha, the Dharma, and the monks. It is religious in content.
The three treasures is an idea that leads to the realization of spiritual care. Spiritual care is care that
responds to the pain and needs of the soul of the patient or user. This paper reveals the potential of the
University of Hyogo to apply the ideas of Prince Shotoku to the realization of the ideals of the academic

society.
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